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The Sargent Signature Series is a High 
Security Cylinder, with 2 sidebars 
operated from 4 side-pins each one on 
each side of the dimpled key.  The side-
pins are not removable without 
destroying the cylinder’s integrity. Photo 
#1 shows the cylinder with 2 keys one 
view of each side ( same blank) 

 
(Sorry about the poor quality of the 
pictures taken in the field with 
spectators).  The cylinder’s tailpiece is 
standard Sargent mortise.  The key 
blanks are restricted to the site or 
customer depending on the distributor 
and supplier/contractor.  Photo#2 back 
side of the cylinder ( standard type 
screws ) 

 
The lock is disassembled in the normal 
way by removing from the lock then 
removing the tailpiece.  
Here is where the FUN begins: 

When you remove the plug there are 2 
small side bars on the bottom of the plug 
with 2 very small springs (DON’T 
DROP THEM ON THE CARPET YOU 
WILL NOT FIND THEM {GRAY 
CARPET NOT FUN}. On the Plus side 
the springs are steel so you can pick 
them up (find them) with a magnet.   
Photo #3 shows the start of the plug 
removal 

 
Notice the round holes on the side of the 
Plug?  These are the side bar pins.  Also 
notice the starting of the bars on the top 
of the plug in the picture (the key was 
rotated the main pins are easier to find) 
this lock was master pinned but as I had 
the key codes for repining this was not a 
problem.  Photo #4 shows the plug 
farther out. 

 
As you can see the rest of the sidebar 
pins on this side there are 4 more on the 
other side. Photo #5 shows the Plug 
removed. Notice the Fins of the side bar 
these are thin pieces of steel, that fit into 
groves cut in the bottom of the cylinder 



housing, when extended will not allow 
the plug to turn even with the right cuts 
on the key, with out the dimples on the 
sides the sidebars keep the lock in the 
LOCKED position.    

 
Photo #6 shows the plug with the 
sidebars removed. 

 
Notice the Black Pins (Hardened?) did 
not try to remove with the audience at 
hand.  Photo #7 shows the sidebars and 
springs  

 
The blades of the sidebars are handed 
and must be replaced in the same way 
with the notch in the middle to the key 

way side, if installed wrong the cylinder 
will not turn even with the proper key 
inserted.  Photo #8 key inserted in the 
keyway to retract the pins 

 
This Lock uses Standard Sargent or Lab 
Pins for keying (no specialized sizes or 
tooling needed to rekey.  Keys are 
ordered for the Job-site By the End user 
or the original contractor for the 
building.  I have not tried to order these 
as the customer had the keys to start with 
so there was no sense in trying to get 
them and be refused access.  The 
Signature Series keys have a feather 
(quill) imprinted into the head of the 
key.  Also the tip of the key is beveled to 
allow it to slip by the side pins and enter 
the keyway.  Cutting the keys using a 
good duplicator and D & S keys or code 
machine.  The standard (HPC-1200) 
Sargent Large pin Card (C44) but with a 
CW-20FM cutter.  

DSD #59 
Depths:  Spaces: 
Inches MM  Inches MM  
.328 8.33  .216 5.48 1 
.308 7.82  .372 9.45 2 
.288 7.31  .528 13.41 3 
.268 6.80  .684 17.37 4 
.248 6.30  .840 21.33 5 
.228 5.79  .996 25.29 6 
.208 5.28  1.152 29.26 7 
.188 4.77    8 
.168 4.26    9 
.148 3.76    10 
Drop .020 in   .51 mm 
Space .156 in   3.96 mm   
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